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orneys Say Miami Prosecutors Violated Crime Victims’ Rights Act

tephanie Woodrow | March 22, 2011 11:52 am
o= Printable Version

138 attomays for twa gifls who contend they were essaulted by billionalre and L4 Rights/Reptinls
cted sex offender Jaffray Epstein filed court papars on Monday clalming the
iU.5. Attorney’s office viclated the Crime Victims' Rights Act by signing a nonprosacution agreement with Epstein

ut notifying them, the Palm Beach Daily News reporied.

i Epstain served 13 manths in jail from June 2008 to July 2002 for one state count of soliciting
| an underage gir for prostitution. As a result, he is required to register as a sex offender. While
| he wasn't proseculed for additionsl charges, more than 40 giis under the age of 18 say they
came to his home and gave him massages. During the massages, they say. he masturbated

and sexually assaulted them.

Brad Edwards and Paul Cassell, attomeys represanting two of his allaged victima, say In
~ the filing that tha U.S. Attorney’s office for the Southem District of Florida of dellbarately
misled the viciims by telling them there was an angoing investigation Into their claims.
Howaver, they say, tha office was conceating the fact that they already had signed a
osecution deal with Epstain.

¥ Epsteln {gov)

ding to the matian, the U.S. Alomey's office in January 2008 and May 2008 sent "fatse notification” lefters in to
iin's alleged victims saying “(this case is cumently under investigation,” Howaver, the office had signed the agreement
ipsiain In September 2007.

ttomeys want a court hearing during which they will ask thal the agreement be invalidated because it viclated the
1#' fights. In the motian, the attomeys claim the agresment s ifegal because the government did not protact the
sressionally mandated rights of victims before it entered this agreement.”

dge granis tha raquest, Epstein could be charged by the U.S. Attomay's office. If he wera charged and convicted on
al charges, he could ba sentenced to 10 years to iife for each charge.

<ding to the motion, “The only reason that the {U.S. Atomey's office) concealed the existence of the non-prosecution
iment from the victims was not to comply with soma legal restriction, but rather to avold a firestorm of public
Jvarsy that would have erupted if the sweetheart plea deal with a politically connected billionaire had been revesled.”

1 Valta, special counssl for the U.S. Attomnay's Office Southemn District of Florida, in an emall to the newspapar that the
atomey’s office will respond in court filings.

aver, as we stated more than two years ago in July 2008 In our responsa to the plaintiffs’ than-emargancy patition for
cement of the CHime Victim Rights Act, the CVRA was nol violated bacause no federal charges were ever filed In the
yem District of Florida,” Valle said. *Because the matter remalns pending in court, it would be inappropriate at this time
wide additional comment on the merits of the curreént motion.”
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Court papers filed Monday say the U.S. Attorney’s Office violated
the Crime Victims' Rights Act by signing a nonprosecution
agreement with sex offender Jetfrey Epstein without notilying his

victims.

Attorneys Brad Edwards and Paul Cassell, representing Jane Doe
#1 and Jane Doe #2, want a count hearing, where they will ask that
the agreement be invalidated because, they say, the victims' rights
were violaled. If that happens, it could open up the 58-yaar-old
Palm Beach billionaire to a slew of federal charges involving sex
crimes with minors that were set aside by the agreement.

The motion, {iled Monday in federal court in West Palm Beach,
accuses the U.S. Attorney’s Cffice of delibarately misteading the
victims by tefling them the investigation was ongoing, while
concealing they had already signed a deal with Epstein

According to the motion, the U.S. Attomey's Ofice sent “false
natification” letters in January 2008 and May 2008 to the victims
saying “(t}his case is currently under investigation” after the
government had signed the agreement with Epstein in September
2007,

“The only reason that the (U.S. Attormey's Office) concealed the
existence of the non-prosecution agreement from the victims was
not to comply with some legal restriction, but rather to avoid a
firestorm of public controversy that would have erupted if the
sweatheart plea deal with a politically connected billionaire had been
revealed,” the motion says.

I Epstein were found guilty on federal charges, statutory penalties
ranged from 10 years to life.

Instead, the sealed pact was part and parcel of Epsteln's
acceptance of a state plea deal, where he received an 18-month
sentence for soliciling & minor for prostitution and soliciting
prostitution. He served 13 months segregated in a vacant wing of
the county stockade and was let out on work release six days a
week for up to 16 hours a day.

Edwards and other attorneys fought in court for a year before
successfully gsiting the agreement unsealed in September 2009
More than 30 minor girls were Identified as Epstein's victims in the
part

http:/ fwww.palmbeachdailynews.com/news/attorneys-want-jeffrey-epstein-agreement-thrown-out-1338111.htmi
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Doe 1 and 2, who were 14 and 13, respectively, at the time of the
incidents, received monetary setilements in civil cases. They are
among more than two-dozen underage girls who filed fawsuits or
settled claims against Epstein, alleging they were lured to his Palm
Beach mansion to give him sexually charged massages and/or sex
in exchange for money.

The motion filed Monday says the agreement is illegal because the
government did not protect the "Congressionally mandated rights of
victims bafore it entered this agreement.”

Alicia Valle, spacial counsel for the U.S. Attorney’s Office Southern
District of Florida, said in an e-mail that the U.S. Attomey's Office
will respond in court filings.

"However, as we stated more than two years ago in July 2008 in our
response ta the plaintiffs’ then-emergency petition for enforcement
of the Crime Victim Rights Act, the CVRA was not violated because
no federal charges wera ever liled in the Southem District of
Florida,” Valle said. “Because the mattar remains pending in court, it
would be inapprapriate at this time to provide additional comment on
the merits of the current motion.”

The attorneys reference e-malls and letters from the federal office to
Epsiein's lawyers acknowledging the government's legal chligation
to inform victims about the pact. The e-mails are redacted in the
molion because they are under seal. The atlorneys filed a separate
motion Monday to unsea! the correspondence.

“The reascnable inference from the evidence is that the U.S.
Attorney's Office wanted to keep the agreement a secral {0 avoid
intense criticism that would surely ensued had the victims and the
public leamed thal a billionaire sex offender wilh political
connections had arranged to avoid federal prosecution for numerous
felony sex offenses against minor girls,” the motion says. “As part of
this pattern of deception, the U.S. Attomey's Office discussed victim
notification with the defendant sex offender and, after he raised
objections, stopped making notifications.”

Epstein sought "2 higher level of review" within the Department of
Justice, the motion says. "A reasonable inference from the evidence
Is that Epsteln used his significant political and social connections to
labby the Justice Department to avold significant federal
proseculion,” the motion states.
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at Epstein's Palm Beach Manslon, private
Caribbean Island and his jet. But
Epstein’s helnous sexual abuse of these
victims is no fiction.

Edwards succassfully represented these
women, oblalning justice for each of
them, by proving that Epstein and his
International sex trafficking criminal
enterprise exploited them and hundreds
of other underapge girls.

This recent wave of news coversge
highilght the importance of the victims
rights work that Attornay Edwards does
on behalf of victims of sexual molestatlon
and other sexual abuse. Edwards
conducts extenslve Investigetions and
pursues clvil lawsuits against sexuat
predators o protect the rights of his
victim clients and o hold sexual
predators, like Epstein, accountable.

Many sexual predators, like Epsteln, are
wealthy and powarful and able to focus
vast resowrcas and high profile legal
teams in an altempl to deflect attention,
avold criminal liabliity, and deny justice to
thelr viclims. Speaking of his work on the
Epsteln cases, Edwards says "we took on
powerful people and sought to level the
playing field to prolect vietims."

Representing these women has made
Edwards aware that child sexual abuse (s
extremely prevalent, According to a U.S.
Health and Human Services study, more
than 83,000 substantiated raporis of
sexually abused children wera mads (n
2005 alone. The aclual number of
incldents of sexual abusa Is likely much
higher because it is belisved that sexual
abuse, especially amongst chlidren, Is
significantly underreported.

Edwards hopes that the media attention
locused en Epstein's sexual abuse will
“inspire victims to repor these crimes”
and will convey his belief “that victims
rights cases can effectively prolect their
rights, maintain thelr anonymity, and hold
predalors accountable.”

Farmer, Jaffe, Weissing, Edwards, Fistos
& Lehrman, P.L , a Fort Lauderdale
Litlgatlen firm, focuses on Consumer
Class Actions, Sexual Abuse Cases as
well as other significant Personal injury,
Wrongful Death, and Whistleblower Suits
{qui tam). The firm is headquartered at
425 N. Andrews Avenua, Suite 2, Forl

hitp://www briefingwire.com/viewBriefing.aspx7id=24507 5122011
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Lauderdale, Florida 33301 and may ba
reached at {800) 400-1098 or (954) 524-
26820 Additional Informatlon about Brad
Edwards or Farmer, Jaffe, Welssing,
Edwards, Fistos & Lehrman, P.L. may be
obtained fram the firm's website at
www.pathtojustice.com.
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Palm Beach Dally News (FL)

JUDGE RECEIVES EPSTEIN TAPE =
RULING PENDING i
MICHELE DARGAN, Dally News Staff Writer

Published: May 5, 2010

NEW YORK -- A Manhattan federal judge Tuesday took Into custody a tape-recorded conversation
between velaran newspaper reporier George Rush and convicied sex offender Jaffrey Epstein. ’ g
But U.S. District Judge Lawrence M. Mckenna reserved ruling on whether the recording will be releasedto | SHANNON Dﬂnm’”y fos
atlorneys representing young women who were sexually abused by Epsiain as minors. McKenna didn't !
listen to the recording during the hearing. Fort Lauderdale attomey Brad Edwards and Utah atiorney and
law professor Paul Cassell are fighting to obiain the 22-minute tape on behalf of Epsteln victim Jane Doe.
She has filed one of a dozen pending civil cases In federal court In West Palm Beach against Epstein.

A status check is set for Thursday in those cases before U.S. District Judge Kenneth Marra,

Doe could have seltled the lawsult for $50,000 but is asking for $50 million In damages, Cassell said
Tuesday. "Jane Doe was repeatadly sexually assaulted over a lengthy period of time by this wealthy and
powarful man," Cassell said.

Epstein, 57, is currently under house arrest in his Palm Beach hame after serving 13 months of an 18-
manth state sentence for soliciting a minor for prostitution and sollciting prostitution. Nearly two dozen
young women have filed lawsuils against the billionalre money manager -- some already settled - alt
alleging Epstein sexually abused them as minors at his Ef Brillo Way home.

Cites reporter's protected privilege

Rush, of the New York Dally News, was present in the couriroom, but did not have to testify Tuesday.
Nelther did Fort Lauderdale private investigator Michael Fisten, afso in the courtroom. Working on behall
of Epstein victims, Fisten discovered the existence of the tapa and had a conversation with Rush about s
contents,

Representing Rush and the nawspaper, Washingion attomney Laura Handman and New York Dally News
attomey Anne Carroll argued the tape should not be relsased under any circumstances, ciling reporter's
protected privilege. Rush told Epstein the conversation was "off the record” and has never published any
portion of that conversation. But even if portions had been printed, the unpublished portions would stlll be
protected, Handman said,

Handman ciled cases where interviews were conducted In the presence of other peopls and privilege was
not walved.

In addition, Handman argued that Rush should not have to testify in court.

The ability for reporter's privilege to be protacted is crucial in culling sources and gathering information for
news siories, Handman said. Reporting Is all about give and take between the reporier and the source;
thatl's what reporters have to do, Handman said.

"This is so critical to news gathering,” Handman sald, *"Mr. Rush could find himse!f testifying in [many]
cases Just because he had the temerity to do some reporting on a very important story,”

Thera Is nothing heipfut to Doe's case on the tape and "Jane Doe is not referred to once in that tape,”
Handman said.

Cassell argued that the tape is "critical in showing Epstein’s lack of remorse.”

Cassell described Epstein as a pitiless sexual abuser to Jane Doe and at least 30 cther minor girls. Even
though Jane Doe s not referred to by name on the tape, Epstein refers to his victims as “the girs” and
makes disparaging remarks about them on the tape, Cassall said.

Tape played for others

Cassell sald privilage does not apply because it was waived when Rush played the tape for three people
and verbally divulged lts contents to two others, including Fisten and Edwards, who also represents two
ather victims. But even if there Is "qualified privilege,” Cassell says, it Is outwelghed by Doe's Inabillty to
obtain the Information anywhere alse and the jury's need to hear Epstein's own words about his lack of
remorse,

Since Epstein has exercised his Fifth Amendment right during questioning by victims' attorneys, the jury

http:/ /nl.newsbank.com/nl-search/we/Archives?p_action=doc&p_docl. .ername=dkiesqds_accountid=AC01110406202210122618&s_upgradeable=no Page 1 of 2
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will have no other way to hear Epsiein's words in his own voice, Cassell sald,
Deadline for discovery In the Doe case Is May 31, with the trial set for July 14,
-« mdargan@pbdailynews.com
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Palm Beach Dally News {FL)

LAWYER: EPSTEIN MADE ADMISSIONS ON TAPE

MICHELE DARGAN, Dally News Staff Writer
Published: April 29, 2010 :
A tape ecorded Interview batween a reporter and convicted sax offendar Jeffray Epsteln contains
"damning admissions by Epstein,” which includes Epstein saying he had come "close to crossing a line™
conceming sex with undarage girds.

Those and othar revelations about the 22-minute interview by New York Dally News reporter George Rush Pa I m Bea Eh Da I I :'J’I N ews

with Epstein are contained in a 24-page court fiing by attomeys Brad Edwards and Paul Cassell on bebalf NEWSLETTERS
of Jane Doe. Edwards represenis Doe and two other Epstein victims, Edwards and Cassell are fighting lo
obtain the tape to further their case of sexual abuse by Epsteln when Doe was a minor.

Epstein, 57, was releasad from Jail in July after serving 13 months of an 18-month state sentence for
soliciting a minor for prostitution and soliciting prostitution. Nearly two dozen young woman have filed
lawsuits against Epstein - some already settled - all alleging Epstein sexually abused tham as minors at
his El Brillo Way homae, whene he is now setving house amrast.

The New York Dally News Is seeking to keep the tape confidential, citing reporter's protected priviiege.

In response, Cassell says the newspaper walved its protected privilege when Rush played the recording
for three people and described its contenis to two others, Including Edwards.

In addltion, Cassell writes that privilege can't be applied In this situation because it doasn't Involve an
Issue related to a canfldentlal source. The parscn on the lape is Epstein.

Even if there Is “qualified privilege,” Cassell maintains it is outweighed by Doa's inability to obialn the
Information anywhere else and her "compeling need to oblain Jeffray Epstein's own words about his
sexual abuse and lack of remorse.”

When reached by phone Wednesday, Anne Carroll, attarney for the New York Dally News, sald she will
answer Cassell In a cour filing. Both the New York Daily News and Doe have askad a federal court judge
In Manhattan lo listen to the lape in chambers lo help determine whether privilege applies.

Epstain and others who helped him procure minor girls for massages and sex acts have taken tha Fifth
Amendmant in their depositions, stymising Doe and the other victims suing Epstein, the documents say.
Michael Fisten, an investigator working for Doe, discovered the existence of the tape in fall 2009, An
author who had lisiensd to the tape told Fisten that Rush had a lape recording of Epstein "discussing the
sexual abuse of minor girs.”

According to a swomn affidavit by Fisten, he called Rush, who confirmed he interviewed Epstein and made
tapa. According to Fisten, Rush told him that he compiled negative information from Epsteln about his
explolts with underage girls and how he eluded the justice system. But Fisten said that Rush lold him that
his publisher, who knows Epstein, killed it after receiving a call from Epstain.

Fisten said Rush 1old him, among othar things, that the following information was contained on the tape:
That Epstein said he went to Jail in Flosida for no reason and if the sexual abuse of minors had happened
In New York, ha would have only received a $200 fine.

That L.M., one of Edwards' clients who sued Epstein for sexual abuse as a minor, came to him as a
prostitute and a drug user {meaning she came fo him for sex, rather than him pursuing her).

That all the girls suing him are only trying to get a meal ticket.

That the only thing he might have done wrong was to maybe cross the line a little too closely.

In & swom deposition, Edwards states that Rush disclosed much of the information contained on the tape
to him In a conversation.

Edwards said in his statament that the Rush Interview s "unique and not otherwise obtainable from cther
witnesses hecause It can be used lo prove perjury -- a federal crime,

Edwards said Epstein lestified in e deposition that he did not recognize the name George Rush from the
New York Dally News "despite the fact that he gave a personal Interview that we all now know to have
been tape recorded.”

- mdargan@pbdallynews.com

hup:/ fnl.newsbank.com/nl-searchjwe/Archives?p_action=doc&p_doci...ername=dkiesq&s_accountld=AC01110406202210122614&s_upgradeable=no

Page 1 of 2
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Sex offender Jeffrey Epstein could have been charged with multiple counts of five federal offenses involving sex
acts with minors and faced a life sentence, but, instead, the government agreed not to prosecute him or his procurers if
he spent 18 months in the county jail on two state charges.

Those were the details unsealed Friday in a nine-page federal non- prosecution agreement that lets Epstein and
co-conspirators Sarah Kellen, Adriana Ross, Lesley Groff and Nadia Marcinkova off the hook for any of those past
crimes.

"He could have gone to prison for life and somehow he's getting immunity in exchange for nothing?" said Fort
Lauderdale attorney Brad Edwards, who represents three Epstein victims. "I have never seen a stranger case. To me, it's
more spectacular what's not in it. It's the U.S. Attorney's Office saying we'll do everything in our power to see he doesn't
get punished.”

Edwards has been fighting for a year in federal and state court to unseal the agreement.

"The non-prosecution agreement raises more questions than it answers," said Miami attoney Adam Horowitz, who
represents seven victims, "Why did all the co-conspirators receive immunity? Why were the victims not consulted re-
garding the sentence? Why did he receive such a minimal sentence?

The federal deal has remained sealed in Epstein's state court file since he pleaded guilty in June 2008 to state
charges of procuring a minor for prostitution and soliciting prostitution.

U.S. Attorney's Office does not comment

The federal charges he could have faced were; conspiracy to persuade minor females to engage in prostitution,
conspiracy to travel to engage in illicit sexual conduct with minor females, persuading minor females to engage in pros-
titution, traveling to engage in illicit sexual conduct with minor females and causing & person under 18 years to engage
in sex for money while knowing they are underage.

The charges carry various statutory penalities ranging from 10 years to life, with a minimum mandatory of at least
10 years.

Alicia Valle, spokeswoman for the U.S. Attorney's Office in Miami, declined comment.

Expert: Feds take few sex-assault cases
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North Palm Beach criminal defense attorney Barry Maxwell said he is not surprised that federal charges weren't
filed.

"My experience has been that the federal government does not intervene in sex-assault cases, except if we're deal-
ing with a serial rapist or it crosses jurisdictional lines,"” Maxwell said. "It's either not a big enough case or not atrocious
enough for them.”

Epstein, 56, served 13 months of his 18-month sentence at the Palm Beach County Stockade and received liberal
work-release privileges while in jail. He was able to go to his West Palm Beach office six days a week for up to 16
hours a day.

He is now serving one year of probation at his Palm Beach mansion and is registered as a lifelong sex offender.
Epstein 'fully abided' by deat, says defense

Epstein's attorney Jack Goldberger released the following statement: "This document relates to allegations that
were made many years ago. [t was by its provisions and agreement of the parties to remain confidential in part to protect
the identities of collateral third parties.

"Mr. Epstein has fully abided by all of its terms and conditions. He is looking forward to putting this difficult peri-
od of his life behind him. He is continuing his longstanding history of science philanthropy both here in South Florida
and nationwide."

Goldberger had blocked the unsealing by filing court papers asking that the documents stay sealed "to prevent a se-
rious imminent threat to the fair, impartial and orderly administration of justice; to protect a compelling government
interest; to avoid substantial injury to innocent third parties; and to avoid substantial injury to a party by disclosure of
matiers protected by a common law and privacy right, not generally inherent in these specific type of proceedings,
sought to be closed.”

Circuit Judge Jeffrey Colbath ordered the agreement to be unsealed in June, but Epstein's attomeys appealed the
ruling to the Fourth District Court of Appeals, which affirmed Colbath's ruling. Colbath had ruled that the federal
agreement - sealed in state court - was improperly sealed.

T felt it was my fault'

More than a dozen lawsuits against the billionaire money manager have been filed in federal and state court, all
with similar allegations: that a minor girt was taken to Epstein's mansion on El Brillo Way and led upstairs to a spa
room by one of Epstein's assistants, where he would ask the gir] to perform massages and/or various sex acts, for which
he would pay her.

One victim, who is known as Jane Doe #5 in a federal court lawsuit against Epstein, said she didn't find out about
the deal until afier it was finalized. She was 15 at the time one of her schoolmates told her she could make $200 by giv-
ing a massage to a man in Palm Beach.

She says she was "nervous and scared and wanted to leave" once she got to Epstein's spa room.

"1 thought, 'l can't call my dad or my mom because I'm stuck in this situation and didn't know what to do," she said.
"I really didn't know what this man was capable of. For a long time, I felt like it was my fault and that's exactly what he
wanted me to feel.”

Epstein has curfew

While he is serving the 12 months of house arrest at his Palm Beach home, Epstein must observe a 10 p.m. to 6
a.m, curfew, have no unsupervised contact with anyone younger than 18 and not view, own or possess pomographic or
sexual materials.

The indictment followed an 11-month investigation by Palm Beach police, who said Epstein paid five underage
girls for massages and sometimes sex at his El Brillo Way home. Then-State Attorney Barry Krischer declined to pros-
ecute Epstein on multiple charges involving unlawful sex acts with minors. Instead, he brought the case to a grand jury,
which charged Epstein on the lesser charge of soliciting prostitution.

Then-Palm Beach Police Chief Michael Reiter wrote Krischer a letter asking him to recuse himself from the case.
When that didn't happen, Reiter requested an FBI investigation to determine if any federal laws were broken.
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'Cut of the ordinary’
West Palm Beach criminal defense attorney Gregg Lerman said several aspects of the Epstein case are unusual.

*I don't understand why it would be a federal case in this circumstance, and why was there anything in writing at all
and why did they seal the agreement?" Lerman said. "Why did it go to the grand jury instead of through the state filing
lewd assault charges? That's unusual. And it's very unusual that they structure a plea to get county time rather than
prison time, That's definitely out of the ordinary. Nobody goes to county jail as a state criminal punishment."

-- mdargan

@pbdailynews.com
GRAPHIC: Caption: Epstein Deal does not allow prosecution of co- conspirators.

LOAD-DATE: September 1, 2010
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Palm Beach sex offender's secret plea deal:
Possible co-conspirators not charged, presses
victims to settle civil suits

By SUSAN SPENCER-WENDEL
Palm Beach Pos! Staff Wiiter
friday, September 18, 2009

WEST PALM BEACH — Billlonaire financler sax offender Jaffrey Epstein's secret non-prosecution agreement he
struck with federal prosecutors was unsealed Friday, offering the first public look at the deal Epstain's high-powered
legal counsel brokered on his behalf

According the agreement, the Federal Bureau of Invastigation and the U S. Attomey's Offica invastigated Epstein
for various federal crimes, including prostitution, somea punishable by a minimum af 10 years up to e in prison

But federal prosacutors backed down and agreed (o recall grand jury subposanas, i Epstein pleaded gultty to
prostitution-related falonies in state court, which he ultimately did. He recelved an 18-month jail sentence, of which
ha served 13.

A former federal prosecutor of 15 years, Mark Johnson of Stuart, sald the disparty in the potential senlences was
unusual.

The United States Attomey's Office also agread not to charge any of Epstein's possible co-conspirators - Sarah
Kellen, Adriana Ross, Lesley Groff and Nadla Marcinkova.

The sgreement was negotiated in part by New York heavywaight criminal defense attomey Gerald Lefcourt,

On Its first draft in September 2007, it raquired that Epstein pay an attomey - tapped by the LS. Attemey's Office
and approved by Epstein - lo represent some of the victims in civii sults they had filed against Epsteln. That
attomey is prominent Miami lawyer Bob Josafsberg

Former prosecutor Johnson said he has never seen a provision like that before.

But an addendum to the agreemant signed the foltowing month struck Egstein's duty to pay Jossfsberg If he and the
victims did not accept & settiement and instead pursued litigation.

The agreement, signed by Assistant U.S. Atiorney Marta Villafana, does nat exprassly state whather any victims
wara contacted or consulted before the deal was made.

Attomey Brad Edwards of Forl Leuderdale, who reprasents three of the young women, bielieves that none of the
between 30 and 40 woman identified as victims in the faderal Investigation were told of the deal. Edwards said his
cliants were stil receiving letters in the mall months afterwards saying the U.S. Attorney'a Offica assuring them
Epstein would be prosecutad.

“Never consulting the victims Is probably the most cutragecus aspect of it.." Edwards said. “It taught them that
someone with money can buy his way out of anything. It's cutrageous and embarassing for United Statas
Attomey's Office and the State Attorneys Office.”

Epstetn now faces many chvil lawsuits filed by the women, who are represented by a variety attomays. In many, the
facts alleged are the same: that Epstein had a predilection for teenage girls, dentified poor, vulnerable ones and
lured them to his home via other young women. The teens dascribe ascending a stalrcasa Uned with nude
photegraphs of young girls and to the spa room where Epstain would appear in a small towa!.

Former Circuit Judge Bill Berger, who represents one of the victims, and The Palm Beach Pest sought the
unsealing of the agreement. Berger refers to it as a "sweethean deal.”

“Why was it so Important for the government to make this deal?” Barger asked rhetorically. "Wa have not yet had
hanest explanation by any public official as to why it was mada .. and why the victim's were sold down the river.”

Farmar federal proseculor Ryon McCabe described the agresment as *very unorthedax.” Such agreements, he sald,
ara usually resetved for corporations, not individuals

hitp:/ fwww.palmbeachpost.com/pbewest/content/local_news/epaper/2009/09/18/0918epstein.html
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A circuit judge will decide today whether the public will be privy to the federal government's non-prosecution deal
with Jeffrey Epstein, which was sealed when the convicted sex offender pleaded guilty in June 2008 to two felony
counts.

Epstein, of Palm Beach, will be released from the Palm Beach County Stockade July 22, after serving less than 13
months of his §8- month sentence for procuring a miner for prostitution and solicitation of prostitution.

Teri Barbera, spokeswoman for the Palm Beach County Sheriff's Office, confirmed his release date Tuesday.

Epstein's projected release date had been Sept. 24, but gain time -- which includes his participation in a
work-release program — moves the date up to July 22, Barbera said,

Epstein, 56, has been in the work-release program since Oct. 10, in which he is allowed out of the stockade six days
a week, from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., to go to his West Palm Beach office, the Flotida Science Foundation, monitored by an
ankle bracelet and accompanied by a deputy.

As part of Epstein's state plea agreement, the U.S. Attorney's Office agreed not to prosecute Epstein on federal
charges as long as he fulfills all requirements of his sentence and probation. The federal non-prosecution agreement has
been under seal in state court.

Epstein's attorney Jack Goldberger filed court papers asking that the documents stay sealed for the following rea-
sons: "to prevent a serious imminent threat to the fair, impartial and orderly administration of justice; to protect a com-
pelling government interest; to avoid substantial injury to innocent third parties and to avoid substantial injury to a party
by disclosure of matters protected by a common law and privacy right, not generally inherent in these specific type of
proceedings, sought to be closed."

Fort Lauderdale-based attorney Brad Edwards represents three Epstein victims and has asked Circuit Judge Jeffrey
Colbath to unsea! the federal agreement to the public. An attomney for The Palm Beach Post also has asked that the rec-
ords be unsealed.

Edwards and his clients have seen the agreement after a federal judge ruled that they are allowed to see it. But that
ruling bars Edwards and anyone else who sees the document from disclosing the terms to anyone else.

Edwards said he wanls to use that document "in the deposition of various material witnesses" relative to his cases.
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Radaronline.com has reported that Epstein has "secretly been helping the feds unravel a Ponzi scheme” related to
the June 2008 indictment of two former managers of Bear Steams Mortgage Investment Fund,

Epstein's rep, Howard Rubenstein, confirmed last year that Epstein is "Major Investor No. 1" in the indictment,
which says he lost about $57 million.

Goldberger could not be reached for comment.

The Manhattan money manager has been incarcerated since June 30, when he pleaded guilty to the two felony
counts. As part of the plea agreement, Epstein must serve one year of house arrest after his release and register as a life-
long sex offender.

In addition to the criminal case, there are more than a dozen civil lawsuits — both state and federal -- pending
against Epstein. All contain similar allegations: Epstein, through his employees and assistants, brought minor girls to his
Palm Beach home on El Brillo Way for erotic massages and sometimes sex.

-- mdargan@pbdailynews.com
GRAPHIC: Caption: Epstein To be released from jail July 22.
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A Palm Beach Circuit Court judge will not immediately unseal a deal that wealthy Palm Beach money manager
Jeffrey Epstein made with federal prosecutors to aveid charges.

Circuit Judge Jeff Colbath acknowledged, though, at a hearing last week that Epstein’s deal was not sealed in ac-
cordance with state and local court rules.

"I don't see where any of the procedures were ever followed to begin with," Colbath said.
Colbath also set a full hearing on the matter for June 25.

Attorneys for young women now suing Epstein, together with The Palm Beach Post, are asking Colbath to unseal
the deal that Epstein made with federal prosecutors.

"It's a secret agreement, a secret sweetheart agreement," said former Circuit Judge Bill Berger, who represents
some of the women. "Everybody was in on this deal except the victims and the public. The public should be outraged it
has gone as far as it has."

Brad Edwards, a second attorney representing the women, has seen the sealed deal after a federal judge allowed
him and his clients to view it, but would not discuss its contents.

Edwards would say only that the women were "outraged” that it had been negotiated behind their backs.
A reporter asked Edwards whether he thought Epstein received special treatment by federal prosecutors.
"Are you kidding? It's transparent. Certainly, no one else gets treated like that," Edwards said.

Epstein, 56, a reported money manager of billionaires, is serving an 18-month sentence in the Palm Beach County
Stockade after pleading guilty almost a year ago in state court to felony solicitation of prostitution and procuring teen-
agers for prostitution. Epstein is allowed out, though, each day from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m., a Sheriff's Office spokesman
said.

Displeased with the way the State Attorney's Office handled the case, Palm Beach police forwarded information to
the FBI.

INFORMATICNAL BOX:

Young women have sued
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Money manager Jeffrey Epstein made a deal and is serving an 18-month sentence in jail. Attomneys for young
women suing Epstein are asking a judge to unseal the deal that Epstein made with federal prosecutors.
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