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Somaly Mam, left, and actress Susan Sarandon attend the Somaly Mam
Foundation NYC benefit gala in 2009.

AMY SUSSMAN/GETTY

WORLD SOMALY MAM

The Somaly Mam Foundation, a nonprofit organization dedicated to combating sex
trafficking in Cambodia, has “officially ceased all operations, ended all grant funding
and permanently closed [its] doors,” the foundation announced in a statement October

18.

Although the statement, signed by.the foundat:on’s former board of directois, did nct
say why 1t had shut its doors for.zood, the“foundation and its eponymous foundeér
Somaly Mam, have hemaoirhaged popular support after journalist Sitns A7is wrote

a cover story about Mariv for Newsweek in May

In his story, Marks shoWed that many détsils of Mam’s life story—-including her tale
of being abaridoned'by her parents a1id raised by a tyrannicaicharacter she called
“Grandfather,” wio later sold her into sexual slavery—swere fabrications. He also
reported that Mam had institieted young Camibodiati girls to lie about their pasts as
sex slaves to drum up backing for the S¢nraly Mam Foundation. Marks interviewed
employees of AFESIP, Mam’s chasity in Camnbodia, one of whom called Mam

bR 14

“tyrannical,” “moody,” “erratic’ and “entitled,” a far cry from her beneficent public

1mage.

Try Newsweek f67 only $1.25 per week

In April, before thét'story appeared in Newsweek, but after Marks had made repeated
requests foran aterview with Mam as part of his reporting for Newsweek and
Cambodia Daily, Gina Reiss-Wilchins, the Somaly Mam Foundation’s executive
director, announced the foundation had retained the law firm Goodwin Procter to
conduct an independent investigation into questions about Mam and her methods. The

results of that investigation were not released to the public, but, “as a result of
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Goodwin Procter’s efforts,” the board accepted Mam’s resignation from the

_foundation at the end of May.

; ite, the Somaly
Mam Foundation announced it would rebrand, rename and relaunch itself in the wake

of Newsweek’s cover story and the subsequent independent investigation by Goodwin
Procter.

Mam gave no interviews and made no attempt to defend herself until September,

. “I was not silent,” Mam
told Pesta. “I had so many lives to fix.” In her\story, Pesta wrote Mam’s retreat from

the spotlight “reveal[s] a cultural chasm@a “@te:
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But Mam did have publiﬁ%lations gurus at her disposal. Hours after Pesta’s story
appeared in Marie (daire, Mam landed in New York and began a public relations
blitz. Mam’s @tist, Scott Gorenstein, who also represents Liza Minelli, wrote in
an email togumalists:

Somaly Mam wants her dignity and reputation restored. I is

her hope that having set the record straight, she can return
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to the work of rescuing and rehabilitating victims of human

trafficking and to helping to halt sexual slavery in all its
Jorms. Please let us know if you are interested to speak to

Somaly Mam.

Two weeks after Mam’s redemption tour began, Cambodia Daily reported that

Cambodian Council of Ministers spokesman Phay Siphan said his government would
prevent Mam from starting another foundation. “We are not going to allow her to run
this kind of activity again,” he wrote. Siphan called Mam’s fabrications a “breach of

trust, because she used a huge amount of international money.”

Siphan later changed his statement. “Sine& the miss-code [sic] by some articles and
publicly articulated, may I reiterated that ROya! Government of Cambodia have no
intention of blocking or detouring the humanity activities of AFESIP as-well as Mrs.
SOMALY MAM for ongoirgoperatgs in the Kingdoem of Cambodial read a

statement by Siphan sentt¢ Newsweek.

Which brings us te today. Will the Somaly.Mam Foundatiori truiyiciose its doors or is

this part of it} Tebranding?”
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